


Methods 
 



the crane load or cables, workers operating the crane – including several operators who 
were electrocuted after jumping from the crane, and workers on foot touching the crane. 
 
Crane collapses were the second leading cause of death. An unstable, uneven or icy 
surface on which the crane was sitting accounted for 12 fatalities (20%). Overloading the 
crane accounted for another 10 deaths (16%).  In five cases (8%), the crane load or boom 



Specific recommendations to reduce and prevent future injuries and fatalities are as 
follows: 
 

First, crane operators should be certified by a nationally accredited crane operator 
testing organization, such as the National Commission for the Certification of Crane 
Operators (NCCCO)*. Presently on







Figure 1.  Crane-Related Deaths in Construction by Year, 1992-2006* 
 

 
 
*  Data from 2006 are preliminary; data from 1992-2005 are revised and final. 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries Research 




